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In October 2020, we became embers of Children’s Parliament for the Climate Assembly 
happening in Scotland. This report tells you about how we have been involved in Scotland’s 
Climate Assembly, and what children across Scotland think needs to happen in Scotland to 
tackle the climate emergency. Here’s our message to you:
 
Children have good ideas, just like adults. Sometimes, children even have better ideas than 
adults. Climate change is happening now, so it is right that children have a say on what 
happens to stop it. We need to help to make the decisions as it’s our world too.

Please read this report and really do something about what we have said. We need you to 
think about our Calls to Action on the solutions to climate change and tell us if, when, where 
and how they can be done. We need you to help us reach the people who can make these 
changes happen in Scotland.

WE WANT YOU TO THINK: 
WHAT WILL THE WORLD BE LIKE IN 2050 IF NOBODY DOES ANYTHING 

ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE? 
This is our future, and it’s up to you, me – all of us – to take action, now.

THE INVESTIGATOR TEAM
AYESHA, BEN, CIAN, DAN, KEIRA, LANA, MARGARET, MAYA, MOLLIE, 

NADIA, SEUMAS AND TYLER

WELCOME FROM 
THE INVESTIGATORS



The climate emergency is a human rights 
issue. Any plan, solution or action to tackle 
climate emergency in Scotland must respond 
to the needs, and rights, of everyone 
living here, and this means listening to the 
diversity of views and lived experiences of 
Scotland’s citizens. This includes children 
who have the right to have their views heard 
and taken seriously as outlined in Article 12 
of the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

In 1996, Children’s Parliament was created 
in response to an idea from children in 
Edinburgh participating in an international 
‘Eco-City’ project. They felt there needed 
to be a space where children could share 
their views and ideas, and be taken 
seriously by adults in decisions being made 
in Scotland. Across all our work since 
then, climate change has continued to be 
a key concern for children. 25 years on, a 
climate emergency has since been declared 
in Scotland. 

Grounded in Scotland’s Climate Change 
Act (2019), Scotland’s Climate Assembly 
brought over 100 people together from all 
walks of life to learn about, deliberate and 
make recommendations to answer:

“HOW SHOULD SCOTLAND 
CHANGE TO TACKLE THE CLIMATE 

EMERGENCY IN AN EFFECTIVE AND 
FAIR WAY?” 

As Scotland’s Climate Assembly Members 
were aged 16+, the secretariat invited 
Children’s Parliament to support the 
participation and engagement of younger 
children across Scotland, to ensure their 
views, experiences and ideas informed 
the discussions and recommendations 
going forward. Children’s participation 
in Scotland’s Climate Assembly has been 
a unique and significant realisation of 
children’s right to participate in decision-
making processes, at a historic moment in 
time as children’s human rights outlined in 
the UNCRC become part of Scots Law. 

While children, like adults, do not 
necessarily share the same views, opinions 
and ideas, children unanimously recognise 
the urgency needed to develop and 
implement solutions for the planet, their own 
immediate and future lives, and the lives of 
the generations to come. Most of all, children 
want to be part of the solutions and changes 
needed, and want to work with adults to 
tackle the climate emergency together. 

CHILDREN’S PARLIAMENT 
AND SCOTLAND’S 
CLIMATE ASSEMBLY

“I FEEL REALLY EXCITED AND 
PROUD TO BE INVOLVED IN THE 
CLIMATE ASSEMBLY BECAUSE I 
GET TO SHARE MY AND OTHERS’ 

OPINIONS TO HELP MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE IN SCOTLAND.” 

MCP, AGE 11, FIFE



To capture the diversity of children’s views 
and experiences, and to echo the process of 
the Climate Assembly, Children’s Parliament 
worked with just over 100 children aged 7 
-14 across Scotland from 10 local authorities, 
representing urban and rural communities, a 
mix of income and ethnicity groups, and with a 
gender balance. 

Many children had not previously engaged in 
climate activism, until their involvement in the 
Climate Assembly. They have therefore been 
on a significant learning journey over the past 
six months to understand climate change, its 
impact, and what Scotland needs to do to 
further mitigate and adapt in a fair, just way.

Like Scotland’s Climate Assembly itself, our 
investigation with the children was facilitated 
digitally and remotely due to COVID-19. We 
took a hope-based, solution-focused approach 
underpinned by a commitment to upholding 
and further realising children’s human rights, 
with the support of climate anxiety experts, 
to ensure children felt valued, supported and 
empowered in this process. 

OUR INVESTIGATION

Note: All children who participate in our projects and consultations become Members of Children’s Parliament. Unlike 
other parliamentary bodies, Children’s Parliament is not an elected body. Rather it is a participatory one, engaging 
with children up to 14 years of age across Scotland. We most often work to support children who: have had few or 
no meaningful experiences of participation or representation; are from marginalised communities; lack confidence 
or peer relationships; and/or experience challenging life circumstances. The quotes and artwork in this report are 
directly from the children involved.

 INVESTIGATES 

FOR SCOTLAND'S 

CLIMATE ASSEMBLY



“IT’S REALLY IMPORTANT THAT 
YOUNGER CHILDREN CAN TAKE 
PART IN SOMETHING LIKE 
CHILDREN’S PARLIAMENT BECAUSE 
THEY [DECISION MAKERS] 
SEE THINGS FROM A CHILD’S 
PERSPECTIVE.  IT SHOULDN’T JUST 
BE YOUNG PEOPLE OR ADULTS WHO 
HAVE A VOICE.  CHILDREN SHOULD 
BE INCLUDED TOO!” 
MCP, AGE 11, HIGHLANDS 

 INVESTIGATES 

FOR SCOTLAND'S 

CLIMATE ASSEMBLY



INTERACTIVE, DIGITAL 
SURVEYS
113 MEMBERS OF CHILDREN’S PARLIAMENT (MCPS) FROM 10 SCHOOLS 
ACROSS SCOTLAND COMPLETED INTERACTIVE, DIGITAL SURVEYS IN OCTOBER 
2020, JANUARY 2021 AND FEBRUARY 2021.
Each survey was accompanied by a creative, participatory workshop designed by Children’s 
Parliament and delivered by supporting school staff or accessed remotely from home. Children’s 
Parliament worked in partnership with the Secretariat, climate evidence leads and experts 
from out with the Climate Assembly process to ensure the children received age-appropriate 
information and evidence aligning with the themes explored by the Assembly members.

The surveys included a combination of 
quantitative and qualitative questions, 
and the option to submit artwork too.

Survey 1 findings can be viewed here.
Survey 2 findings can be viewed here.
Survey 3 findings can be viewed here.

THE INVESTIGATORS
CHILDREN’S PARLIAMENT WORKED 
WITH 12 CHILDREN FROM 4 OF 
THE PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS - 
THE INVESTIGATORS. 
Their role was to further explore the 
concepts, themes and ideas being 
deliberated by Assembly members, and to 
analyse and reflect on the views, ideas and 
opinions of the wider group of Members 
of Children’s Parliament, gathered in three 
digital surveys. 

INVESTIGATOR MISSIONS:
Each month, the Investigators were sent 
fun, creative activities in the post to prepare 
in advance of the calls. You can see what 
was included in the investigators’ monthly 
‘mission’ packs here.



ONLINE CALLS: 
The 12 Investigators initially met twice a 
month on an online video call facilitated by 
the Children’s Parliament team. In January 
2021, this became a weekly session, 
providing us all with lots of laughs and fun 
during the lockdown period. In October and 
November, the Investigators learned about 
climate change, its relationship with human 
rights and fairness, and explored the impact 
of climate change globally, and in their own 
communities in Scotland. 

In December and January, the children met 
with climate experts to learn about the 
evidence being presented to the Assembly 
Members for the following themes: Diet, 
Lifestyle, Travel, Land and Sea Use, Work 
and Learning. 

FILMS: 
To communicate the children’s journey, 
findings and key messages to the Assembly 
Members, the Children’s Parliament team 
worked with the Investigators to create a 
series of short films shown at the Climate 
Assembly weekends. The children were 
supported remotely by the team at 8 Million 
Stories to record their own film clips at 
home or school.

FILM 1
The first film, capturing the children’s initial 
reflections on participating in the Climate 
Assembly and understanding of climate 
change more broadly, was shown on the 
weekend of the 7th and 8th November 2020 
and can be watched here.

FILM 2
The second film, capturing the children’s 
views and experiences of the impact of 
climate change in Scotland, was shown on 
the weekend of the 12th and 13th December 
2020 and can be watched here.

FILM 3
The third film, capturing the children’s views 
on the Climate Assembly thematic areas, was 
shown during the weekend of the 20th and 
21st February 2021 and can be watched here.

FILM 4
The children’s final film, which outlined the 
children’s final recommendations or ‘calls 
to action’ to be considered by the Climate 
Assembly members was shown during the 
weekend of the 6th and 7th March 2021 and 
can be watched here.

BROCHAN:
An additional, much-loved, member of the 
team – the Investigators’ mascot Brochan 
the Hedgehog. Brochan is, to date, the 
only one to have met the children in person 
thanks to the postal service. Here are some 
photos from Brochan’s adventures with 
the Investigators.



MEET THE INVESTIGATORS
We’re the 12 Investigators. In this project, we learned a lot and came up with lots of great 
ideas. We also became really good friends and laughed (and danced), a lot.

“I THINK IT IS IMPORTANT THAT CHILDREN ALSO 
HAVE THEIR VOICES HEARD IN THE CLIMATE 
ASSEMBLY BECAUSE IT IMPACTS OUR LIVES A 
LOT MORE THAN ADULTS. MY FAVOURITE THING 
ABOUT BEING AN INVESTIGATOR WAS MEETING 
WITH THE DIFFERENT EXPERTS.”
TYLER, AGE 12, WEST LOTHIAN

“CHILDREN’S PARLIAMENT IS A GOOD WAY FOR 
CHILDREN’S VOICES TO BE HEARD. I REALLY 
ENJOYED TALKING WITH OTHER CHILDREN AND 
ADULTS AND FINDING OUT ABOUT THE DIFFERENT 
APPROACHES TO TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE.”
MOLLIE, AGE 10, HIGHLANDS 

“I THINK KIDS SHOULD HAVE SOME SAY ON THE 
FUTURE OF CLIMATE CHANGE BECAUSE WE HAVE 
GOOD IDEAS WHICH COULD BE THE KICKSTART 
THAT WE NEED TO DEFEAT CLIMATE CHANGE.”
BEN, AGE 10, HIGHLANDS 

“FOR ME, IT’S IMPORTANT THAT CHILDREN ARE 
INVOLVED IN THE CLIMATE ASSEMBLY AS WE HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO BE HEARD! I’VE REALLY ENJOYED 
OUR ZOOM MEETINGS AND I LIKE HOW EVERYONE 
GETS A TURN TO SAY THEIR IDEAS AND THOUGHTS.”
MAYA, AGE 10, HIGHLANDS

“MY FAVOURITE PART ABOUT BEING AN 
INVESTIGATOR HAS BEEN MEETING NEW 
PEOPLE AND TALKING ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
PASSIONATELY. KIDS HAVE A CREATIVE SIDE SO 
YOU MAY GET SOME NEW IDEAS!”
LANA, AGE 11, WESTERN ISLES

“IT’S BEEN EXCITING TO SHARE MY VIEWS! 
CLIMATE CHANGE WILL HAVE AN IMPACT ON MY 
FUTURE SO IT’S IMPORTANT I HAVE A VOICE.” 
CIAN, AGE 10, CLACKMANNANSHIRE



“I THINK IT’S GOOD THAT WE’RE PART OF 
THE CLIMATE ASSEMBLY AS CLIMATE CHANGE 
IMPACTS KIDS AS WELL. KIDS HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
BE HEARD TOO!” 
KEIRA, AGE 10, CLACKMANNANSHIRE

“I THINK THAT IT’S IMPORTANT THAT CHILDREN 
ARE INVOLVED BECAUSE IT IS GOING TO 
AFFECT OUR FUTURE. WE WANT TO GROW UP IN A 
SCOTLAND THAT’S SAFE TO LIVE IN.”
NADIA, AGE 12, WEST LOTHIAN’

“IT’S GOOD THAT WE CAN SHARE OUR VIEWS FOR 
THE CLIMATE ASSEMBLY AND MAKE SURE WE 
CAN BE PART OF FIXING THE CLIMATE CHANGE 
PROBLEM IN SCOTLAND. BEING AN INVESTIGATOR 
HAS BEEN VERY FUN BECAUSE WE LEARNED 
ABOUT HOW PEOPLE LIVE THEIR LIVES.” 
DAN, AGE 10, CLACKMANNANSHIRE 

“BEING IN THE CLIMATE ASSEMBLY 
INVESTIGATION HAS HELPED CHILDREN HAVE 
A VOICE IN HOW WE SHOULD TACKLE CLIMATE 
CHANGE.I LOVED BEING ON THE ZOOM MEETINGS 
WITH THE 11 OTHER INVESTIGATORS AND FINDING 
ABOUT NEW THINGS.” 
SEUMAS, AGE 10, WESTERN ISLES 

“IT’S BEEN GREAT BEING AN INVESTIGATOR AND I 
ENJOYED MEETING NEW PEOPLE. I FEEL CLIMATE 
CHANGE WILL IMPACT OUR FUTURE MORE THAN 
EVER, SO WE HAVE TO ACT NOW.” 
AYESHA, AGE 11, WEST LOTHIAN

“IT’S BEEN AWESOME BEING AN INVESTIGATOR. 
I CAME UP WITH SOME IDEAS THAT WILL 
HOPEFULLY NOW BE CONSIDERED BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT.”
MARGARET, AGE 11, WESTERN ISLES



PART 1
UNDERSTANDING THE 
CLIMATE EMERGENCY

DRAWING BY OWEN, AGE 11, PERTH & KINROSS



Our investigation began with an exploration 
of the children’s existing understanding and 
perceptions of climate change, and feelings 
towards the global climate emergency. The 
children were invited to share examples of 
individual and collective actions happening 
in Scotland already.

Although many children described their 
involvement in Scotland’s Climate Assembly 
as being their first meaningful opportunity 
to learn about and engage in discussion 
about climate change, the majority 
demonstrated having a basic understanding 
of what climate change is, and what impact 
it is having on the natural environment and 
biodiversity, species, and people’s lives. 

“TO ME, CLIMATE CHANGE MEANS 
THAT THE PLANET IS GETTING 
DANGEROUSLY WARM AND IT’S 

AFFECTING THE PEOPLE AND THE 
ANIMALS WHO LIVE ON EARTH.” 

MCP, AGE 12, EDINBURGH

“ICEBERGS ARE FALLING 
AND MELTING, AND PENGUINS 
ARE DYING AND POLAR BEARS 

ARE DYING”. 
MCP, AGE 7, SOUTH AYRSHIRE

“IT IS KILLING ANIMALS’ HOMES. I 
BELIEVE THAT IT IS INEVITABLE.”

MCP, AGE 11, PERTH & KINROSS

I UNDERSTAND WHAT 
CLIMATE CHANGE IS.

76%
AGREE/STRONGLY AGREE 

NEITHER AGREE OR DISAGREE

14%

DISAGREE/STRONGLY DISAGREE

8%

PART 1
UNDERSTANDING THE 
CLIMATE EMERGENCY



DESCRIBE HOW YOU FEEL 
ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
IN THREE WORDS
When asked to share how they feel 
about climate change, children shared 
the following: 

ANNOYING

NERVOUS
THINKING

CHANGE

ANIMALS

BAD
FRIGHTENED

TERRIBLE

WORRIED

CONCERNED

HOPEFUL

UNHAPPY

IMPORTANT

UNSURE

FAST



Whilst many responses emphasise the 
concern, worry and frustration children feel 
about the climate emergency, it is important 
to highlight that children also described 
feeling hopeful and determined to be part of 
the solutions. Children recognise that there 
are existing efforts to tackle the climate 
emergency in Scotland, giving examples of 
positive actions happening at the individual, 
community and national level. However, 
many children feel Scotland is not doing 
enough to tackle climate change.

“I’M REALLY DISAPPOINTED IN 
HUMANITY FOR MISTREATING 

THE WORLD AND MAKING IT TO 
COME TO THIS POINT.” 

MCP, AGE 13, EDINBURGH

“IT’S A PROBLEM THAT CAN 
BE SOLVED THAT WILL 

CHANGE SCOTLAND AND THE 
WHOLE WORLD.” 

MCP, AGE 10, HIGHLANDS

“CLIMATE CHANGE TO ME IS 
SOMETHING THAT’S BLOCKING 
ME FROM MY RIGHT TO HAVE A 

HEALTHY LIFE.” 
MCP, AGE 13, EDINBURGH

I FEEL UPSET

STRANGE

DESPERATE

CONFUSED

HELP THE PLANET 

BAD FOR KIDS

SAD

DISAPPOINTED

ANGRY



I UNDERSTAND WHAT CLIMATE CHANGE IS.

76%
AGREE/STRONGLY AGREE NEITHER AGREE OR DISAGREE

14%
DISAGREE/STRONGLY DISAGREE

8%

I KNOW WHAT SCOTLAND CAN DO TO HELP 
TACKLE CLIMATE CHANGE.

45%
AGREE/STRONGLY AGREE NEITHER AGREE OR DISAGREE

36%
DISAGREE/STRONGLY DISAGREE

17%

I KNOW WHAT I CAN DO TO HELP 
TACKLE CLIMATE CHANGE.

62%
AGREE/STRONGLY AGREE NEITHER AGREE OR DISAGREE

27%
DISAGREE/STRONGLY DISAGREE

11%

TRY TO PRODUCE 
LESS WASTE, 

STOP CUTTING 
DOWN TREES AND 
MAKE IT CHEAPER 

TO OWN AN 
ELECTRIC CAR. 

MCP, AGE 13, 
EDINBURGH

WE CAN TRY AND STOP PLASTIC GETTING INTO THE SEA. WE CAN 
HELP REGROW TREES AND LOTS MORE PLANTS. 

MCP, AGE 9, HIGHLANDS

BUY LOCALLY-SOURCED PRODUCE, RECYCLE AND 
SPEAK ABOUT HOW WE FEEL ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE.

MCP, AGE 11, PERTH & KINROSS



I KNOW WHAT I CAN DO TO HELP 
TACKLE CLIMATE CHANGE.

62%
AGREE/STRONGLY AGREE NEITHER AGREE OR DISAGREE

27%
DISAGREE/STRONGLY DISAGREE

11%

IMPACT OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE
The last 100 years has seen rapid climate 
change. Over the last few decades, both 
temperatures and the amount of rain we have 
in Scotland have increased. In the future, 
scientists expect hotter, drier summers, and 
warmer, wetter winters. Although Scotland is 
experiencing the effects of climate change, the 
worst impacts are, and will continue to be, felt 
in the world’s poorest communities. 

Children recognise that the impact of climate 
change is, and will continue to be, most felt 
by children and adults in other parts of the 
world. The children reflected on how climate 
change and extreme weather have started to 
impact aspects of our natural environment, 
biodiversity and society in Scotland – and 
what could occur in the future. Children 
described increasing occurrences of flooding 
and severe storms in their local areas. Some 
children described how this has led to damage 
to homes, schools, local infrastructure such 
as bridges and causeways, and farmland in 
their local areas. With regard to children living 
in island communities, the impact is most felt 
– particularly with regard to coastal erosion 
and flooding. 

“IT’S NOT REALLY NOTICEABLE ON 
A DAY-TO-DAY BASIS.” 

MCP, AGE 12, EDINBURGH

“CAUSEWAYS CLOSED DUE 
TO STORMS.” 

MCP, AGE 10, WESTERN ISLES

“THERE IS MORE RAINFALL SO 
FARMERS SOMETIMES HAVE 
TROUBLE GROWING CROPS.” 

MCP, AGE 8, SOUTH AYRSHIRE

“PEOPLE AT OUR SCHOOL HAD 
TO GO EARLY AND COME LATER 
BECAUSE OF THE BRIDGE HAD 

COLLAPSED BECAUSE OF 
THE FLOODING.” 

MCP, AGE 10, PERTH & KINROSS



INVESTIGATOR MISSION: 
OUR COMMUNITY MAP 
By Lana, Seumas and Margaret, Investigators

This is our community map. We live in a very 
special community on the Isle of Benbecula in 
the Outer Hebrides. Benbecula is a very unique 
island as it is made up of crofting lands, lots 
of beaches and a central, more built-up area 
where we have streets, a housing development, 
a hospital, a bank and shops. Most people 
need cars because the houses are so far apart 
but some have electric cars to reduce their 
carbon footprint.

We know that global warming causes climate 
change in our community in various ways. Lots 
of our beaches are affected by climate change 
– we have a lot of erosion. . The weather can be 
very wet and windy and rising sea levels cause 
coastal erosion. This means that sea eats away 
the land and that there are lots of flooding. 
Erosion and flooding are really bad for crofters 
as they have nowhere to put their animals and 
crops get ruined. Our waters are also attracting 
more sea life which like warmer waters. 

In our investigation, Seumas interviewed 
a local crofter who said that erosion and 
flooding make crofting very difficult. He uses 
natural fertiliser – seaweed - and he tries to 
rotate his crops to protect the soil. We also 
learned that sea defences are in place to 
protect the coastline. Marram grass, a special 
strong grass is put in place to protect the 
sand dunes. Fisherman fish sustainably and 
don’t overfish, crofters use natural products 
which are better for the environment 
and there are lots of wind turbines in our 
community for renewable energy.

We want Scotland in the future to be 
suitable for all generations ahead of us. We 
might want to live here when we’re older 
and if islands are submerged, it won’t really 
work out. So, we need to take action now – 
it’s up to you, me – all of us! 



PART 2
A FAIRER FUTURE

DRAWING BY ATHOLL, 10, WESTERN ISLES



When thinking about the solutions and 
changes needed to address the climate 
emergency, we need to make sure they 
respect both the planet and everyone’s 
human rights. This means solutions have 
to be fair. 

WHAT IS FAIRNESS?
Many children described fairness as being 
about sharing and helping others. They 
recognised that being fair is about everyone 
having equal opportunities, and getting the 
support they need to live happy, healthy 
and safe lives. Children highlighted that 
this does not necessarily mean everyone 
getting the same support as children and 
adults all have different needs. Because of 
this, being fair sometimes means there must 
be compromises. But, when people work 
together and everyone gets the support they 
need, everyone benefits.

“FAIRNESS MEANS EVERYONE 
GETTING WHAT THEY NEED TO BE 

SUPPORTED AND GROW.” 
MCP, AGE 10, WESTERN ISLES

“FAIRNESS MEANS EVERYONE 
BENEFITS.” 

MCP, AGE 10, FIFE

“FAIRNESS MEANS EVERYONE 
GETS THE SAME OPPORTUNITY.” 

MCP, AGE 9, PERTH & KINROSS

 “FAIRNESS IS ABOUT 
BEING CONSIDERATE, KIND 

AND THOUGHTFUL.” 
MCP, AGE 8, ABERDEENSHIRE

Globally, the poorest communities are the 
most impacted by climate change and yet, 
the lowest producers of carbon emission. 
Children considered this through the lens 
of ‘fairness’, recognising that individuals, 

communities and decision makers in 
Scotland must take responsibility for, 
and change, their actions, even if the 
consequences of our emissions are not 
felt as adversely in Scotland itself.

“GOVERNMENTS AROUND THE 
WORLD ARE TRYING TO MAKE 
MONEY, BUT THESE METHODS 
MAY INVOLVE CHANGING THE 

ENVIRONMENT AND DESTROYING 
THE LIVELIHOODS OF PEOPLE OF 
POORER NATIONS. THESE POORER 

PEOPLE MAY HAVE NO SAY IN 
THESE CHANGES.” 

MCP, AGE 13, ORKNEY

“YOU HAVE TO THINK ABOUT 
OTHER PEOPLE AS WELL AS 

YOURSELF, SO SHOULDN’T DO 
THINGS THAT MAKE CLIMATE 

CHANGE WORSE.”
MCP, AGE 8, ABERDEENSHIRE



A HUMAN RIGHTS EMERGENCY

“CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS OUR 
HUMAN RIGHTS AS THE EFFECTS 

CAUSED TO OUR CLIMATE WILL 
EVENTUALLY AFFECT ALL OF US 
IN DIFFERENT WAYS. WE HAVE TO 
ALL WORK TOGETHER IN ORDER 

TO CHANGE THE OUTCOME.” 
MCP, AGE 9, SOUTH AYRSHIRE

Human rights belong to everyone in the 
world – every adult and every child. Having 
a right is an entitlement - something that 
should not be taken away from you. Human 
rights exist to make sure everyone can live 
happy, healthy and safe lives, and be treated 
with kindness, empathy, trust and dignity.

Throughout the investigation, the children 
were supported to understand and discuss 
how and why the climate emergency is a 
human rights and social justice issue. The 
children focused on children’s human rights 
as outlined in the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), 
identifying specific articles of concern in 
Scotland and globally.

Note: Children’s Parliament has developed 
a child-friendly version of the UNCRC, titled 
the Wee Book of Promises, available here.

RIGHT TO LIFE, SURVIVAL AND 
DEVELOPMENT (ARTICLE 6)
Children highlighted how climate change 
could significantly compromise children 
and adults’ rights to life, survival and 
development, if tackling the climate 
emergency is not urgently addressed. 

“IT CAN HAVE AN IMPACT ON OUR 
WAY OF LIFE, ON FOOD, WATER, 

HEALTH AND HOUSING, AS WELL AS 
OUR RIGHTS TO DO WHAT WE WANT 

IN OUR WORLD.” 
MCP, AGE 11, FIFE

“IT THREATENS OUR WORLD 
AS IT AFFECTS OUR FOOD AND 

WATER, THE AIR WE BREATHE AND 
OUR HEALTH.” 

MCP, AGE 7, ABERDEENSHIRE



RIGHT TO A DECENT STANDARD OF 
LIVING (ARTICLE 27)
Children described how the effects of 
climate change impact the right to housing, 
water, sanitation and food. Children gave 
examples of rising sea levels affecting 
homes and livelihoods in coastal and island 
communities in Scotland as well as other 
parts of the world. 

Children also emphasised how 
unpredictable, severe weather, flooding and 
droughts affect our ability to access clean 
water and/or use land for growing food – 
creating food shortages and simultaneously 
compromising livelihoods, jobs, and 
trading opportunities. 

Children highlighted that although this is 
a particularly significant challenge in other 
parts of the world, many communities in 
Scotland are experiencing the impact of 
climate change too.

“IN SOME COUNTRIES, DIFFERENT 
WEATHER CONDITIONS ARE MAKING 

IT HARD TO GROW FOOD WHICH 
AFFECTS THEIR RIGHT TO EAT 

ENOUGH. IN OTHER COUNTRIES, 
THEY ARE CHOPPING DOWN TREES 

WHICH EFFECTS THE EARTH’S 
ABILITY TO CLEAN THE AIR THAT 

WE BREATHE.” 
MCP, AGE 11, FIFE

“CLIMATE CHANGE MAKES OUR 
WORLD HOTTER AND MAKES 
THE SEA LEVEL RISE WHICH 

DESTROYS HOMES.” 
MCP, AGE 13, EDINBURGH



RIGHT TO HEALTH AND SAFETY 
(ARTICLE 19, 24 AND 31)
Children described how climate change can 
create unsafe environments for people to live 
in – giving examples of extreme, changing 
weather damaging homes and communities, 
and high levels of air pollution creating 
unsafe conditions and compromising our 
health and wellbeing. Some children also 
described the impact this has on children’s 
right to play.

“IT IMPACTS OUR RIGHT ON 
STAYING SAFE AND HAVING A 

HOME. CLIMATE CHANGE TAKES 
AWAY THESE THINGS.” 
MCP, AGE 12, WEST LOTHIAN

“YOUNG CHILDREN WILL BE 
AFFECTED BY THE POLLUTION IN 
THE AIR AND THEN THEY COULD 

GET LUNG DAMAGE.” 
INVESTIGATOR AGE 11, WEST LOTHIAN 

RIGHT TO EDUCATION 
(ARTICLE 28 AND 29)
Reflecting on the interdependency of human 
rights, children highlighted climate change’s 
relationship to the right to an education – 
both in terms of accessing education, and 
the quality of education children receive 
about the climate emergency – this included 
what climate change is, what impact it is 
having, how this is an issue of social justice, 
and what needs to be done here in Scotland, 
and globally. 

Many children highlighted that they had 
received little or no education about climate 
change at school themselves, and that their 
participation in Children’s Parliament’s work 
with Scotland’s Climate Assembly was their 
first opportunity they had to learn about and 
consider climate change evidence, impact 
and solutions for Scotland. 
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“I DON’T REMEMBER LEARNING 
ANYTHING ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
AT SCHOOL, SO I DON’T KNOW HOW 

IT AFFECTS HUMAN RIGHTS.” 
MCP, AGE 11, FIFE

“BEFORE I BECAME AN 
INVESTIGATOR, I ONLY KNEW 

A FEW THINGS ABOUT CLIMATE 
CHANGE. MOST OF IT WAS HOW IT 
AFFECTS US LOCALLY HERE ON 

THE ISLAND, BUT I DID NOT KNOW 
MUCH ABOUT THE MAINLAND OR 

THE GLOBAL IMPACT.” 
INVESTIGATOR AGE 9, WESTERN ISLES

“WHEN I INTERVIEWED MY 
TEACHER FOR THIS PROJECT, HE 

TOLD ME THAT IN OUR SCHOOL 
EVERYTHING GOES IN ONE BIN. 
WE DON’T EVEN LEARN HOW TO 

RECYCLE AT SCHOOL.” 
INVESTIGATOR AGE 12, WEST LOTHIAN

RIGHTS TO PARTICIPATE AND 
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 
(ARTICLES 12 AND 13)
Throughout this investigation, children 
highlighted how children lack opportunities 
to have a say and be taken seriously 
in decisions being made about the 
climate emergency. 

Many children expressed frustration at the 
lack of action being taken by adult decision 
makers, despite children and young people 
speaking out and standing up for climate 
justice – such as in the Fridays for Future 
school strikes.

“I THINK CLIMATE CHANGE 
IMPACTS OUR RIGHT TO BE 
LISTENED TO AND TAKEN 

SERIOUSLY, AS SOME PEOPLE DO 
NOT BELIEVE CHILDREN’S PLEAS 

ABOUT THE CLIMATE.” 
MCP, AGE 10, WESTERN ISLES

Whilst having the right to have a say and 
be taken seriously, children do not hold 
the responsibility to effect change – this 
is the responsibility of adult duty bearers. 
Yet, it is clear that children feel a pressure 
to be the generation to tackle the climate 
emergency. This has dangerous potential 
for increased feelings of anxiety, frustration 
and hopelessness if they cannot leverage the 
change needed (and demanded) of them. 

“TO ME, CLIMATE CHANGE IS 
A BIG DEAL BECAUSE WE ARE 
THE GENERATION TO CHANGE 

ALL THIS.” 
INVESTIGATOR AGE 10, HIGHLANDS

“THE CURRENT ADULTS MAY THINK 
IT’S UP TO US NOT THEM SO THEY 

MAY DO NOTHING.” 
MCP, AGE 11, WEST LOTHIAN

“CHILDREN HAVE GOT A BIG 
BARRIER. SOME PEOPLE JUST PAT 

US ON THE HEAD WHEN WE GET 
PROPER GOOD IDEAS AND CARRY 

ON WITH WHAT THEY’RE DOING 
AND THINGS WILL GET STEADILY 
WORSE, IF YOU THINK ABOUT IT. 
THEY NEED TO LISTEN TO US A 
LOT MORE. THEY SAY, ‘OH YES, 
WE’RE LISTENING’. PERHAPS, 
THEY MIGHT HAVE BEEN JUST 
THINKING WE’RE BEING SILLY. 
THEY REALLY NEED TO TAKE 

ONBOARD WHAT WE’RE SAYING 
BECAUSE IF THEY DON’T, IT’S 

OUR FUTURE.” 
INVESTIGATOR AGE 11, WESTERN ISLES



PART 3
EXPLORING THE CHALLENGES 

AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHANGE

DRAWING BY DYLAN, AGE 7, ABERDEENSHIRE



At the end of January 2021, all 115 MCPs 
were given the opportunity to participate 
in a second digital survey which invited the 
children to share their views on what changes 
Scotland should make to tackle the climate 
emergency. 

As the majority of children were learning from 
home due to the national lockdown measures 
in place, the accompanying workshop 
was designed so children could take part 
independently at home with the support of 
parents and carers, and/or with their peer 
group with the support of school staff. 

Like the Climate Assembly adults, all 
participating children were presented with 
a summary of the evidence around possible 
solutions for Scotland to take forward. This 
was complemented by creative activities, 
supporting the children to reflect on the key 
issues, the possible solutions, opportunities 
and potential challenges and barriers to 
their implementation. It also encouraged 
the children to share their own ideas and 
solutions. The results of the second survey 
can be viewed here.

In their conversations with experts and the 
Children’s Parliament team, the Investigators 
explored and discussed why it can be more 
difficult for some people to make changes 
to how they eat, live, travel, work and learn. 
Children highlighted individual and systemic 
challenges and opportunities for Scotland to 
consider in developing its approach to tackling 
the climate emergency.

MONEY 
Children recognised that people have different 
levels of money and resources. Money is a 
worry for many children and families. Often, 
environmentally friendly options or changes 
are expensive or come at a price that families 
cannot afford. 

Children, for the most part, do not control 
their own or their family’s finances and 
therefore, have limited influence on how their 
parent/carers spend money. Most children 
have limited choice on how they travel as 
they are largely reliant on adults for travelling 
to school, in the community, and on holiday 
too. Most children do not have a say in how 
their schools, clubs and play groups are 
run or funded, and therefore have limited 
opportunity to influence making these better 
for the environment. 

“IN MOST FAMILIES, IT’S THE 
ADULTS WHO GO OUT SHOPPING 

AND BUY THE FOOD. MOST ADULTS 
WON’T CHECK THE BACK OF ITEMS 
TO MAKE SURE IT’S LOCAL. THAT’S 

THE MAIN BARRIER FOR KIDS.” 
INVESTIGATOR AGE 10, HIGHLANDS

“IT CAN BE VERY DIFFICULT 
FOR CHILDREN [TO MAKE 

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY 
CHOICES] BECAUSE USUALLY 

THEIR PARENTS MAKE THEM. THEY 
DON’T REALLY GET THE CHOICE 

AND ALSO, WELL, YOU CAN’T 
REALLY JUST SAY ‘RIGHT, I DON’T 

LIKE WHAT WE’RE DOING’.”
INVESTIGATOR AGE 11, WESTERN ISLES

“SOME BARRIERS FOR CHILDREN 
ARE THAT THEIR PARENTS MIGHT 

NOT BE WEALTHY ENOUGH TO 
ALWAYS OFFSET THEIR FLIGHTS 

OR GET AN ELECTRIC CAR OR GET 
THE THING THAT COULD SAVE THE 
WORLD OR REDUCE YOUR CARBON 

FOOTPRINT.” 
INVESTIGATOR AGE 11, WEST LOTHIAN 



ACCESSIBILITY 
Children highlighted that children and adults 
living in rural areas or islands have very 
different life experiences to those living in 
urban parts of Scotland. For example, it is 
not always easy or convenient for children 
and adults to access public transport, or safe 
places to walk or cycle. 

“WE HAVE A PATH NEAR US WHICH 
USED TO BE VERY MUDDY, BUT 
THEY PUT TARMAC AND LIGHTS 
IN AND NOW LOADS OF PEOPLE 

USE IT!” 
INVESTIGATOR AGE 10, CLACKMANNANSHIRE

“WHERE WE LIVE, THERE ARE NO 
CYCLE PATHS AND SOMETIMES 

THE ROADS CAN BE QUITE BUSY. 
I LIVE 5 MILES AWAY FROM 

SCHOOL, AND I CAN’T REALLY 
GO THERE WITHOUT TAKING THE 

CAR. SOMETIMES WE GO HOME ON 
THE BUS, BUT IT TAKES A VERY 

LONG ROUTE.
INVESTIGATOR AGE 9, WESTERN ISLES

MISSION: TRAVEL

We each shared our journeys to school, to see 

how we all travel in different ways and why. 

Here you can see our creations, and ideas for 

what could make children’s journeys to school 

more environmentally-friendly. 
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DRAWING BY CAMERON, AGE 11, PERTH & KINROSS



KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 
Many children and adults do not know 
enough about the climate emergency, 
and why big changes need to happen in 
Scotland. Although there are lots of big, 
urgent issues needing our attention (like 
the Covid-19 pandemic), we need to help 
people in Scotland understand why climate 
change is an emergency too. There needs to 
be better education and information about 
the climate emergency for all children and 
adults, as well as opportunities to learn and 
develop ‘green’ skills.

Raising awareness is the first step to 
changing people’s attitudes and behaviour 
so they can live and work in a more 
environmentally friendly way. Raising 
awareness can help people know where 
they can get support and help if they are 
struggling with money, for example, to heat 
their homes. 

“TEACHERS HAVE TO TEACH US 
ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE.” 

INVESTIGATOR AGE 11, WEST LOTHIAN

“MORE AWARENESS NEEDS TO 
BE GIVEN TO CLIMATE CHANGE 

BECAUSE WE’VE BEEN FOCUSED 
ON THE PANDEMIC, BUT CLIMATE 

CHANGE IS JUST GETTING BIGGER 
AND BIGGER.”

INVESTIGATOR AGE 12, WEST LOTHIAN

“I WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK TO 
SOME OF THE PEOPLE THAT OWN 
THE SHOPS AROUND HERE AND 
ASK THEM TO CUT BACK ON THE 
PLASTIC. IT’S NOT GOOD. THEY 

NEED MORE EDUCATION ABOUT IT. 
SOME PEOPLE SAY ‘YEAH, YEAH, 
YEAH, I KNOW’ BUT THEY DON’T 
REALLY. WE NEED TO ACTUALLY 
TELL THEM WHAT IS HAPPENING 

AND HOW THEY CAN IMPROVE WHAT 
THEY ARE DOING.” 

INVESTIGATOR AGE 11, WESTERN ISLES



MISSION: WORK AND LEARNING

Inside the outline of the person, we shared what ‘green’ 

skills and knowledge we think children and adults should 

learn to help tackle the climate emergency today an in the 

future. On the outside, you can see some of our ideas for 

how children and adults could learn. 
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DRAWING BY JOE, AGE 11, PERTH & KINROSS

DRAWING BY KELDEN, AGE 11, PERTH & KINROSS



MARKETING AND MERCHANDISING 
Children discussed how marketing, 
advertising and promotions play a big role 
when it comes to people making choices 
on what to buy and why. Shops and 
markets display items in such a way to 
attract attention and generate sales – this 
encourages people to buy more new things 
that they might not need. At the same time, 
they can be used as a force for good to help 
people make better choices for the planet 
such as labelling items with the impact 
they have on the environment and making 
environmentally friendly items cheaper for 
more people to afford.

“I THOUGHT ABOUT HAVING 
LEAFLETS IN SHOPS TO TELL 
YOU ABOUT WHERE THE FOOD 
IS PRODUCED AND ALL THE 

INFORMATION ABOUT IT. THIS 
WOULD RAISE AWARENESS AND 
HELP PEOPLE TALK TO OTHER 

PEOPLE ABOUT IT.” 
INVESTIGATOR AGE 12, WEST LOTHIAN

“SHOPS HAVE ALL THESE 
SCHEMES TO MAKE PEOPLE BUY 
THINGS. IN SHOPS, EVERYTHING 
IS IN PLASTIC. IF YOU WANT TO 
BUY A PACK OF SIX TOMATOES, 

THEY’RE IN A PLASTIC BOX THEN 
COVERED IN MORE PLASTIC. AND 

TOMATOES ARE ALWAYS MORE 
EXPENSIVE WHEN THEY’RE LOOSE. 
WHY IS THAT?! WE REALLY SHOULD 

HAVE LESS PACKAGING FOR 
FOODS AND BE ABLE TO BUY JUST 
THE NUMBER OF THINGS WE NEED. 
ESPECIALLY IN SCHOOL PACKED 
LUNCHES TOO – THE AMOUNT OF 

PLASTIC WRAPPED AROUND ITEMS 
FOR PACKED LUNCHES IS CRAZY.”

INVESTIGATOR AGE 10, HIGHLANDS

 
“WE NEED TO MAKE IT MORE 

ACCESSIBLE TO BE ABLE TO BUY 
LOCALLY FROM LOCAL STORES. 

BECAUSE IF ALL THE FOOD 
COMES IN FROM DIFFERENT 

COUNTRIES– IT’S OK IF A BIT 
OF IT DOES - THEN IT’S A LOT 

HARDER TO MAKE A BETTER 
CHOICE. IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR 
THE ENVIRONMENT IF WE CAN BUY 
MORE FROM LOCAL FARMERS AND 
MAKE MORE LOCAL INGREDIENTS 
SO THAT WE DON’T HAVE A BIGGER 

CARBON FOOTPRINT.” 
INVESTIGATOR AGE 10, HIGHLANDS



MISSION: DIET

“WHAT WE HAD TO DO WAS WE HAD TO PICK SOME FOODS WE LIKE, 

AND THEN WE HAD TO INVESTIGATE WHERE THEY’RE FROM AND HOW 

FAR THEY’D COME FROM. I FOUND OUT THAT SOME WATERMELON 

IS FROM SOUTH AFRICA, BURGER IS FROM ABERDEENSHIRE, AND 

THAT DARK CHOCOLATE IS FROM MADAGASCAR AND GERMANY. I 

DIDN’T KNOW THE FOOD WAS FROM SO FAR AWAY. TO HELP TACKLE 

CLIMATE CHANGE, WE SHOULD TRY AND MAKE MORE FOODS HERE.” 

INVESTIGATOR AGE 10, HIGHLANDS
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ATTITUDES AND POPULAR TRENDS
Children highlighted that not everyone in 
Scotland cares about the climate emergency 
or wants to be part of the solutions. Not 
everyone wants to make changes to their 
lifestyles, and some people do not think it 
will make a big difference. 

“NOT EVERYBODY IS POLLUTING 
THE PLANET IN THE SAME WAY. 
SOME ARE DOING RECYCLING 
AND DOING ALL THE PROPER 

STUFF TO STOP POLLUTION AND 
CUTTING DOWN ON THEIR CARBON 

FOOTPRINT. BUT THEN SOME 
PEOPLE ARE JUST PUTTING LIKE 

WASTE IN THE WRONG BIN OR 
BURNING PLASTIC.”

INVESTIGATOR AGE 11, WEST LOTHIAN
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Children described how wanting to feel 
accepted or included can be a barrier to 
children and adults wanting to change their 
lifestyles or behaviours. Popular trends – for 
example, having the latest brands of clothes 
and toys – can make people feel pressured 
to follow these trends to feel included. As 
well as raising awareness, incentives can be 
used to encourage people to shift to more 
environmentally friendly ways of living. 

“WELL, THE THING THAT NEEDS TO 
HAPPEN IS THERE SHOULD BE A 
RULE ONE CAR PER HOUSEHOLD 

AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT SHOULD 
BE CHEAPER TO USE. THERE 
SHOULD BE MORE CYCLE TO 

SCHOOL AND WORK SCHEMES, SO 
MORE PEOPLE ARE ENCOURAGED 

TO CYCLE AND WALK.” 
INVESTIGATOR AGE 10, HIGHLANDS



MISSION: LIFESTYLE
Sharing Libraries 
We created imaginary posters and adverts 
to inspire people in local communities to 
use a brand new ‘sharing’ library opening in 
our communities. Here you can see some of 
our ideas!

DRAWING BY IMOGEN, AGE 9, PERTH & KINROSS

DRAWING BY JOE, AGE 11, PERTH & KINROSS

DRAWING BY CAITLIN, AGE 9, PERTH & KINROSS



PART 4
CALLS TO ACTION

WORKING TOGETHER
In Scotland, not everyone owns their own 
home, and some people share their home or 
gardens with other people. This means that it 
can be more difficult for some people to make 
changes to their diet, lifestyle or travel by 
themselves. At the same time, while some of 
the solutions to tackling the climate emergency 
can be done by individuals, many require 
people to work together. A lot of solutions 
involve communities coming together to grow 
and source food and other lifestyle items 
locally, recycle and manage waste, restore and 
protect the natural environment, and share 
items, such as clothes, toys, books – even cars 
and bikes. 

Tackling the climate emergency must involve 
speaking to and working with people who own 
private businesses, companies and land to help 
them make better choices for the planet. 

It’s also important to work together with local 
councils to make sure people have access 
to information and things like recycling bins, 
and Scottish Government to make laws and 
policies that will make it easier for people to 
make environmentally friendly choices. 

“WHY DON’T WE JUST ALL GET 
ALL [LANDOWNERS] …ON OUR 

NEXT CALL AND TELL THEM 
TO PLANT LOADS OF TREES  

ON THEIR LAND?” 
INVESTIGATOR AGE 10, HIGHLANDS

“WE SHOULD SPEAK TO BIG TOY 
MARKETS. I GOT A TOY LOL FOR 

MY TENTH BIRTHDAY. IT HAD FIVE, 
SIX LAYERS OF PLASTIC, THEN A 

PLASTIC BOX AND IT HAD PLASTIC 
BAGS AND THEY SHOULD REALLY 

CUT BACK ON THIS.” 
INVESTIGATOR AGE 10, WESTERN ISLES

MISSION: LAND AND SEA

Part of the investigation involved creating a ‘dream 

home’ for Brochan, our hedgehog team mascot! 

Here’s some photos of the children’s creations. 

KEIRA AND LANA’S HEDGEHOG HOUSES



PART 4
CALLS TO ACTION



Gathering all the views and ideas shared by the wider group of children in the second 
survey, the 12 Investigators worked to create a series of calls to action for each theme. 
In the third and final survey, the Investigators’ Calls to Action were put to a vote with 
the wider group of children to identify the top 3 children feel most strongly about, as 
highlighted in the following pages. The results of the third survey can be viewed here. 

DIET 
WHAT DIET CHANGES SHOULD SCOTLAND MAKE TO TACKLE THE CLIMATE 
EMERGENCY? WHAT NEEDS TO HAPPEN TO HELP EVERYONE MAKE 
THESE CHANGES?

TEACH CHILDREN AND ADULTS ABOUT 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY DIETS 
AND REDUCING FOOD WASTE.

LABEL ALL FOOD AND EVERYDAY ITEMS 
WITH WHERE THEY ARE MADE AND THEIR 
IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT.

MAKE AND SELL MORE FOOD LOCALLY IN 
SCOTLAND. SUPPORT ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY SMALL BUSINESSES, ORGANIC 
FARMERS AND BUTCHERS. CHOOSE TO 
STOCK FOODS FROM SCOTLAND OVER 
FOODS FROM ABROAD.

“WELL, I GET MY FOOD FROM THE 
SHOPS BUT PERSONALLY I DON’T 

KNOW WHERE THE FOOD COMES 
FROM. I DON’T THINK PEOPLE 

ARE BOTHERED TO READ ALL THE 
INGREDIENTS AND WHERE IT’S 

COME FROM. I THINK IT SHOULD 
BE BOLDER ON THE PACKAGING 
TO KNOW WHERE IT ACTUALLY 

WAS FROM.” 
INVESTIGATOR AGE 12, WEST LOTHIAN

Launch a national plant-based diet week to 
raise awareness.

Make more plant-based, animal-free options 
available in schools, nurseries and places 
where people work.

Make fresh, organic food cheaper. Make 
junk, processed and imported food 
more expensive.

TOP 3



LAND + SEA USE 
HOW SHOULD SCOTLAND CHANGE HOW IT USES ITS LAND AND SEA TO 
TACKLE THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY? WHAT NEEDS TO HAPPEN TO MAKE 
THESE CHANGES?

Create more wind farms and solar panels so 
all energy in Scotland is renewable.

Create more nature parks and stop green 
spaces from being built on. In towns and 
cities, create green, traffic-free areas for 
children and adults to play.

Make community gardens and allotments 
for everyone. This would involve teaching 
children and adults about growing their 
own food, and using schools for giving out 
saplings, seeds and tools. Have a special day 
in Scotland where everyone works in their 
gardens to grow food.

Create more woodlands and peatlands. This 
would involve helping people who own land 
to use their land to do this.

Protect wild spaces, coastlines and ancient 
woods. This would involve creating special 
sea defences to protect the coastline, 
cleaning up beaches and rivers, and 
stopping cutting down trees.

 “WE NEED TO JUST STOP 
CUTTING DOWN TREES.” 

INVESTIGATOR AGE 10, CLACKMANNANSHIRE

PROTECT WILDLIFE AND NATIVE SPECIES. 
THIS WOULD INVOLVE A BAN ON HUNTING 
ANIMALS AND MAKING SURE NO NEW 
HOMES ARE BUILT IN PLACES WHERE 
THERE ARE HABITATS.

CREATE A NATIONAL TREE PLANTING DAY 
IN SCOTLAND. EVERYONE WOULD PLANT A 
TREE, EVERY YEAR.

ALLOW ONLY SUSTAINABLE WAYS OF 
FARMING, FISHING AND CROFTING. 
THIS WOULD INCLUDE USING NATURAL 
FERTILISERS AND REDUCING THE 
NUMBERS OF ANIMALS BEING FARMED 
OR FISHED.

TOP 3



“SOMETIMES IT’S REALLY HARD TO 
HAVE A LESS CARBON FOOTPRINT 

BECAUSE ALL THE SHOPS ARE 
IMPORTING STUFF TO MAKE MORE 

MONEY. THEY THINK IT’S JUST 
UP TO THEM TO MAKE MONEY BUT 

IT’S ACTUALLY NOT BECAUSE 
THEY ARE KILLING THE PLANET 

DOING THAT. SO, I THINK IT’S 
UP TO THE GOVERNMENT AND 

THE SHOPKEEPERS TO REDUCE 
PLASTIC AND REDUCE THE FOOD 

MILES AND ALL SHOULD TRY 
THEIR HARDEST TO DO THAT.” 

INVESTIGATOR AGE 10, HIGHLANDS

Make items that are not good for the 
environment a higher price. Use this 
money to help make environmentally 
friendly items cheaper.

Make businesses pay for their waste and 
impact on the environment.

Improve recycling in Scotland. This would 
include having more recycling points, 
even for things like clothes and toys, and 
having better, fun instructions for everyone 
to follow.

Help people understand what they can 
do to tackle climate change. This would 
involve having adverts on TV and social 
media about creating less waste, buying less 
things, buying local products, travelling less 
to different countries, and saving energy.

Make using only smokeless fuel a law 
in Scotland.

CREATE SHARING LIBRARIES IN 
COMMUNITIES FOR TOYS, CLOTHES, FOOD, 
TOOLS, BOOKS…AND MORE!
BAN PLASTIC PACKAGING AND SINGLE-
USE PLASTIC (ESPECIALLY CUTLERY, 
BOTTLES AND PLASTIC BAGS).

MAKE SURE NEW HOUSES ARE BUILT 
TO BE ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY. 
THIS WOULD INVOLVE MAKING THEM 
ENERGY EFFICIENT.

LIFESTYLE 
WHAT LIFESTYLE CHANGES SHOULD 
SCOTLAND MAKE TO TACKLE THE CLIMATE 
EMERGENCY? WHAT SHOULD BE DONE TO 
HELP PEOPLE MAKE THESE CHANGES?

TOP 3

GIVE MONEY AND HELP TO PEOPLE WHO 
STRUGGLE TO HEAT THEIR HOMES.

Make environmentally friendly things in shops 
cheaper and easier for people to choose. 
This would involve making sure shops 
promote and display environmentally friendly 
options instead of non-environmentally 
friendly options. 



Make prices for flying higher.

Create better railways to link up people in 
rural areas.

Ban diesel and petrol cars from being made 
and sold in Scotland. Instead, we can help 
make electric cars in Scotland. 

Make public transport more environmentally 
friendly. This would involve making it easier 
and cheaper for children and adults and 
making buses and trains electric or 
hydrogen-powered.

Make lots of electric car, scooter and bike 
charging points available for people to use.

LOWER PRICE OF ELECTRIC CARS 
AND HAVE A RENTING SCHEME UNTIL 
PEOPLE HAVE SAVED UP ENOUGH 
MONEY TO BUY THEM.

ENCOURAGE CYCLING BY MAKING MORE, 
SAFER CYCLE PATHS AND LANES, AND 
MAKING PUBLIC BIKES AVAILABLE IN 
VILLAGES, TOWNS AND CITIES.

MAKE TRAVELLING TO SCHOOL IN 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY WAYS 
EASIER AND CHEAPER. THIS WOULD 
INVOLVE S’COOL BUSES, CYCLE/WALKING 
BUSES, AND MORE, SAFER CYCLE ROUTES 
ACROSS SCOTLAND.

TOP 3

TRAVEL
HOW SHOULD SCOTLAND CHANGE HOW WE TRAVEL BY LAND AND AIR TO 
TACKLE THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY? WHAT NEEDS TO HAPPEN TO HELP 
EVERYONE MAKE THESE CHANGES?

“A FEW HUNDRED YEARS AGO, 
HUMANS INVENTED ELECTRIC 

CARS, BUT IT WAS MUCH EASIER 
TO USE PETROL CARS BECAUSE IT 
WAS EASIER TO PRODUCE PETROL 
SO THEN WE DIDN’T USE ELECTRIC 
CARS WHEN THEY WERE INVENTED 
A FEW HUNDRED YEARS AGO. AND 

THE FIRST ELECTRIC CAR WAS 
BUILT IN EDINBURGH!” 

INVESTIGATOR AGE 10, HIGHLANDS



WORK AND LEARNING
HOW SHOULD SCOTLAND CHANGE HOW WE LEARN AND WORK TO TACKLE THE 
CLIMATE EMERGENCY? WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE DO CHILDREN NEED TO 
LEARN TO BUILD A BETTER, GREENER SCOTLAND AND HAVE GREENER JOBS IN 
THE FUTURE?

TOP 3

MAKE SURE CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE HAVE INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
CLIMATE EMERGENCY IN SCOTLAND. THIS 
IS SO THEY KNOW WHAT’S GOING ON, HOW 
TO GET INVOLVED, OR HOW TO GET HELP 
IF THEY ARE WORRIED.

HELP CHILDREN AND ADULTS LEARN 
GREEN SKILLS THAT WILL HELP TACKLE 
THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY LIKE: 

•	 How to grow food and compost 
•	 How to recycle properly 
•	 How to repair and mend things 
•	 How to have a climate friendly diet 
•	 How to plant trees and protect wildlife

CREATE MORE JOBS FOR LOOKING AFTER 
ALL OUR NATURE. THIS WOULD INVOLVE 
HELPING PEOPLE WITHOUT JOBS LEARN 
SKILLS TO HAVE GREEN JOBS.

Speak and listen to all the people who 
grow, make, produce and sell things in 
Scotland. This is to understand what help 
they need to make their businesses better 
for the environment. 

Help children to play, learn and have 
hobbies outside. This is so when children 
grow up, they go outside more often and 
want to look after our nature.

Teach children and young people about 
what ‘green’ jobs and qualifications they 
could get when they’re older. In schools, 
introduce children to different green 
jobs, and degrees at university which are 
designed to tackle climate change.

Make sure all children and adults learn 
about climate change. This would involve 
hearing from experts in climate change.  
Make sure people are paid fairly to help 
with bills.

Involve children in decisions being made 
about tackling the climate emergency. 
This could be in school, in communities 
or at a national level – like the 
Climate Assembly!

Shorten work and school hours. This is so 
people can have more time to do things 
like grow their own food, plant trees and 
repair things at home or in their area. 

Help schools to be environmentally 
friendly. Schools can be places for 
planting trees.



PART 5
TAKING US SERIOUSLY



In the first survey, we asked the children to 
share to what extent they feel their views and 
ideas are listened to and taken seriously by 
adults at home, in school, in their community 
and in decisions made about Scotland. When 
analysing the results with the Investigator 
team, one of the Investigators (age 11, 
Western Isles) reflected: 

“Only a few children said they feel their 
views and ideas are listened to and taken 
seriously by adults in the decisions made for 
Scotland. This shocked me because we are 
told [by adults] that we are the future, we 
are the future…but how do you expect us to 
do anything if you don’t give us a voice?”
 
As we moved into the final part of the 
investigation, the children were invited to 
share their views and ideas on the next part 
of this process, including how they would 
like to receive information from the Assembly 
Members, and duty bearers in due course, in 
response to their participation. Most children 
emphasised the importance of hearing back 
from the Assembly Members, acknowledging 
their right to be informed about how their 
participation has been considered and to 
what extent it has been taken seriously, and 
on board. Here are some of the children’s 
reflections on why it’s important that children 
hear back from adults making decisions:

I FEEL MY VIEWS AND IDEAS 
ARE LISTENED TO AND TAKEN 

SERIOUSLY BY ADULTS.

IN MY COMMUNITY

IN SCHOOL

16%

26%

79%

AT HOME

78%

IN DECISIONS MADE 
ABOUT SCOTLAND

“TO KNOW WHAT’S HAPPENING AND 
IF THE DECISIONS CAN ACTUALLY 

BE DONE.” 
MCP, AGE 11, WESTERN ISLES

“CHILDREN NEED TO HEAR BACK 
FROM ADULTS MAKING DECISIONS 

SINCE THEY HAVE A RIGHT TO 
KNOW WHAT IS HAPPENING.” 

MCP, AGE 13, EDINBURGH



“SPARK SOME FUN INTO IT.” 
MCP, AGE 10, WESTERN ISLES

“BE KIND IF THEIR IDEAS ARE NOT 
GOING TO BE USED.” 

MCP, AGE 11, PERTH & KINROSS

“COLOUR AND PICTURES AND NOT 
LONG SENTENCES.” 
MCP, AGE 13, EDINBURGH

“HONESTY.” 
MCP, AGE 12, ORKNEY

“ADULTS SHOULD KEEP POSITIVE.” 
MCP, AGE 13, EDINBURGH

“MAKE IT SIMPLE TO READ 
AND IF THERE’S A HARD WORD, 
EXPLAIN IT AND SHORTEN THE 

SENTENCES.” 
MCP, AGE 11, HIGHLANDS

“DON’T OVERWORD THINGS, JUST 
SAY WHAT NEEDS TO BE SAID BUT 

NOT IN A MEAN WAY.” 
MCP, AGE 10, HIGHLANDS

In one of the online calls, the 12 Investigators 
came up with some ideas for how adults can 
tell all Members of Children’s Parliament about 
how they have listened to their views and 
acted on them. These were put to a vote, with 
‘an animation’ and ‘film clip from the adults’ 
being the most popular. 

1.	 An animation

2.	 A film clip from the adults

3.	 A slideshow 

4.	 A letter from the adults

5.	 A comic strip
6.	 A book

The children also shared their top tips for 
adults giving feedback to children:
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ABOUT CHILDREN’S PARLIAMENT 

Established in 1996, Children’s Parliament is Scotland’s centre of excellence for children’s 
participation and engagement. Our mission is to inspire greater awareness and understanding 
of the power of children’s human rights and to support implementation of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) across Scotland. 

Through our children’s human rights-based, creative practice, we provide younger children 
up to 14 years of age from diverse backgrounds across Scotland with opportunities to share 
their experiences, thoughts and feelings so that they can influence positive change in their lives 
at home, in school and in the community. We use creative, participatory methods to support 
children to meaningfully engage in decision-making processes, as outlined in Article 12 of the 
UNCRC.

2021 is Scotland’s Year of Childhood, a year-long celebration of childhood hosted by Children’s 
Parliament. During the year we are exploring childhood through the lens of children’s human 
rights, creating opportunities to share rights-based practice in an atmosphere of optimism and 
confidence. You can find out more and how to get involved here. 

For more information, please contact Katie Reid, Children’s Voices Project Lead, Children’s 
Parliament: katie@childrensparliament.org.uk
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