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FIRST DAY FEELINGS
The Imagineers remind us that the transition to Secondary
School is accompanied by many strong feelings. These are
present on their first day, but may have been building up for
some time ahead of the transition.
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Finding your way in a new school environment can be quite a challenge. Our
Imagineers are enjoying aspects of school life, the most liked subjects so far are PE,
Science, Art and ICT. Making new friends is also a positive. The children also recognise
the task of establishing a new relationship with every new teacher they meet. For
Imagineers for whom the transition to Secondary School has not been smooth there
were also positives that could be recognised.
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We decided to talk about life at school at our Imagineer session because some of
the children are struggling with some aspects of school life. They want adults to
understand what is difficult, and that to make things better means thinking differently
and finding positive ways to respond. The Imagineers identify difficulties in managing
the school day, understanding what is expected of them, feeling the pressure of work
and homework, managing emotions and worrying about and experiencing violence.

The Imagineers remind us, as adults, to think about the question: How do | pay
attention to what might not be going well for a child? How is my professional
practice informed by non-punitive, positive and restorative approaches?
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